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corn; and the soil is artificially watered and heated until the seed has germinated;
when the women dance in a circle round the idol, and invoke the goddess in
favour of their husbands. After this the corn is gathered and distributed to the
men, who wear it in their turbans Each rich family, and every Pourwa, or
district of the town, has its own idol During these preparations the one topic
of conversation is the approaching departure of Gouri from the king's palace;
speculation being rife as to whether she will be as magnificently adorned as she
was in the preceding year, and whether any new boats will be launched for the
occasion.

At length the hour arrives; the drums give the signal, and a salvo of artillery
from the heights of Eklingurh announces to the people that Gouri is on her way
to the lake. The procession forms on the terrace of the palace, and on reaching
the lake the Eana embarks, accompanied by his nobles. The site is admirably
chosen for the occasion: from the foot of the gently rising hill, to the terrace on
which the palaces of the nobles are built, the lake forms a lovely bay. From
the royal palace to the water's edge the terraces and towers are crowded with
specators; and the brilliantly dressed women, their hair adorned with roses and
jessamine, throng the marble steps of the Tripolia. It would be difficult to imagine
a more joyous, and, at the same time, imposing scene than is presented by this
eager and animated crowd. From the prince to the peasant, every face beams
with pleasure. The most perfect order and decorum are everywhere maintained;
and all eyes are fixed on the Tripolia, while the arrival of Gouri is patiently
awaited. At length the procession descends the steps of the quay. In the
centre appears the goddess, seated on a throne or p&th, clothed in yellow drapery,
and glittering with gold and precious stones; and on either side of her two lovely
girls wave the silver chamra above her head, while in front a group of favoured
women, armed with silver wands, and chanting hymns, perform the office qf
choubdars.

On the arrival of the procession, the prince rises, with the ncbles and ministers,
and remains standing until the goddess is placed on her throne near the water's
edge, when the whole Court embarks in boats. The women form a circle and
dance round the goddess with graceful and measured steps, singing hymns in
honour of the goddess of abundance, love, and devotion. The men are excluded
from this ceremony, only women being allowed to take part in it The ablutions
of the goddess last some time, after which she is reconducted to the palace
with the same pomp as before* The Eana and his chiefs now set out to
visit the different images of Gouri by water. The little flotilla, gaily decked
out, and gliding along the shores of the lake, is one of the prettiest sights of
the whole ceremony; and the festivities wind up with a grand display of
fireworks.

A few days aftgr the festival of Pudma, I reminded the Eajah that I had
irrevocably fixed the day of our departure for the Sth of March; and as it was
already the 1st of that month, I bogged h^, in fulfilment of his promise, to have
everything arranged for us to continue our journey. He again tried to detain us;
but, seeing that my resolution was taken, he promised that all should be in readi-
ness on the day appointed.

Before leaving, however, we had a bear hunt to witness, in order to complete
the series of hunts which the Kana had promised us. It was organised without